It  t 


V 


Doc.  No.  527  Pegt  1 

Report  1J.H  19/41 

HI  PORT  OF  T**L  CONVEF>S/-TION  Bf.TV/EEN  TT’E 
RLICF  MINISTER  FOh  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (RAM) 

AND  TT’L  JAP.iNLSL  FORI  IGN  i  INISTI.R  M/.TSUOKA 
IN  BERLIN  ON  29  HARCP  1941. 

*  *  *  *  *  * 


..  _  The  largest  prrt  of  t^c  German  amy  was  anyway  on 

tre  Eastern  frontiers  of  tie  Reich  end  fully  prepared  to 
open  the  attack  at  any  tine.  Ho  (the  RAM)  however  believed, 
that  Russia  would  try  to  avoid  d' velopm*.  nts  lending  to  war. 
Should  Germany  however  enter  inxo  a  conflict  witv  Russia, 
the  USSR  would  be  finished  off  within  r  few  months.  In  this 
case.  Japan  would  have,  of  course t  even  less  reason  to  be 
afraid  than  ever,  Jf  she  wanted  uo  advance  on  Singapore. 
Consequently,  she  need  not  refrain  from  such  an  undertaking 
because  of  possible  fears  of  Russia. 


****** 

He  (the  RAII'  wanted  to  point  out  to  MATSU  OKA ,  in 
any  ease,  that  a  conflict  with  Russia  was  nnyvow  within  the 
realm  of  possibility.  In  any  case,  MATSUOKA  could  not  report 
to  the  Japanese  Ehperor,  upon  his  return  that  a  conflict 
between  Russia  and  Germany  was  impossible.  On  the  contrary, 
the  situation  was  such  that  sue*  a  conflict,  even  if  it  were 
not  probable,  would  have  to  bo  considered  possible* 


****** 


The  Rn.M  declared  that  ;..t  wn  j  quite  possible  that 
the  above-mentioned  circuunlenc  should  very  soon  lead  to 
a  conflict  between  Germany  ar.d  "fissie.  If  Germany  felt 
herself  in  danger,  she  would  immediately  strike  end  finish 
off  bolshevism. 


****** 

Japan  had,  however,  to  tear  in  mind  that,  in  this 
war,  the  heaviest  burden  was  resting  on  Germany's  shoulders 
The  Reich  was  fighting  against  the  Britlsr  Isles  end  was 
tying  up  tve  British  Mediterranean  Fleet.  Japan,  on  the 
ether  hand,  was  fighting  only  on  the  surface.  Apart  from 
that,  Russia's  mein  weight  lay  on  the  European  side.  TVcsc 
facts  the  gallant  Japanese  Nation  would  certainly  acknowledge. 

Matsuoka  finally  agreed  to  this  point  of  view  and 
gave  an  assurance  that  Japan  would  always  be  s  joya.l  ally  who 
would  devote  herself  entirely,  rnd  not  just  in  a  lukewarm  way 
to  the  joint  effort.  ‘ 

(Berlin.  31  March  1941.) 
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Memorandum  rbouc  tH  <  nfcrtr.ee  between  the  Reich 
Foreign  Minister  end  t:  e  Japanese  Foreign  Minister, 
Mr  tsuoka ,  et  Berlin  on  ^9  March  1 941* 

Memorandum  about  the  conference  between  the  Reich 
Foreign  Minister  and  tH  Ambassador  Oshina.  on  18 
April  1943  et  Fuse  Mo 

Foreign  Office,  Reich  Foreign  Minister,  #5 6/K0 
Extract  . of  a  memorandum  about  a.  conference  with 
the  new  Ambassador  from  Japan,  Oshina,  at  FuseM 
on  23  February  1941, 

Memorandum  about  tH  conference  of  the  Foreign 
Minister  with  Ambassador  Oshina  on  6  fferch  1943* 

Telegram,  Tokyo,  dated  14  July  1941.  £121 7 

Telegram,  Tokyo,  dated  13  November  1941.  £2097 

Memorandum  about  a  conference  between  the  Fuehrer 
end  the  Japanese  Foreign  Minister,  Matsuoka,  in 
the  presence  of  the  Foreign  Minister  cf  tVe  Rcic^ 
and  Minister  Meissner,  at  Berlin,  on  4  April  1941. 

Telegram,  special  train  Y/crtpbalen,  £707,  dated  10 
July  1941.. 

Directive  No.  24  concerning  collabora tion  with  Japan. 
Fuehrer  Ucadqua.i ters*  Dated  March  1941. 

GERARD  SGTAEFER 
1st  Lt„  Inf. 

Cvicf,  Documentation  Division 

Eopnoj 
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Report  RAM  19/41 


REPORT  Oy  TEE  C0::VXR5ATI0N  3iTVE'ri:  TEE  REICH  KINISTOi. 
PCS  FOP.ilGN  AJT/IRS  ATT  THE  JAPANESE  FOREIGN 

MJ’HSTri  .1ATSU0EA  IN  a^LIN  ON  29  MARCH  1941. 


'The  RAM  rested  the  preceding  conversation  with  MATSUCKA  about  the 
latter's  impending  talks  with  the  Russians  In  Moccow,  where  they  had 
left  off.  He  expressed  the  oninlon  that  it  would  probably  be  beet.  In 
viov  of  the  whole  situation,  rot  to  ca rry  tbo  discussions  with  the  Russians 
to  far.  He  die.  rut  Know  how  the  situation  would  develop.  One  thing, 
novever,  wao  certain,  nacely  that  Germany  would  strike  immediately,  should 
Rusoia  ever  attack  Japan,.  He  wan  ready  to  give  KATSUOKA  thie  positive 
assurance,  ao  that  Jap<»n  could  push  forward  to  the  South  on  SINGAPORE, 
without  fear  of  ycceVble  complications  with  Rusnin.  The  largest  port 
of  the  Gertvn  array  was  anyway  on  the  Eect *rn  frontier*  of  the  Reich  and 
fully  prepared  to  onen  the  attack  at  any  time.  He  (the  RAM)  however  be¬ 
lieved,  th»'t  Russia  would  try  to  avoid  develouments  leading  to  war. 

Should  Germany  ovovt  enter  into  a  conflict  with  Russia,  the  USSR  would 
be  finished  off  within  a  few  months.  In  thin  cane,  Japan  would  have  , 
of  eourre,  even  lose  reason  to  be  afraid  tlnn  ever,  if  ehe  wanted  to 
advance  on  Singapore.  Coneequently,  ehe  need  not  refrain  from  such  an 
•and,  rtaking  because  of  possible  fears  of  Russia. 

He  could  not  know,  of  cour.-e,  'ust  how  things  with  Russia  would 
develop.  It  war  uncertain  whether  or  not  STALIN  would  intensify  his 
present  unfriendly  policy  against  Germany.  He  (the  RAM)  wanted  to 
poi  ,t  out  to  MATCUOKA,  in  any  cane,  that  r.  conflict  with  Russia  was  any¬ 
how  within  the  realm  of  possibility.  In  any  case,  MATSUCKA  could  not 
report  to  the  Japanese  Iraperor,  upon  Ms  return  that  a  conflict  between 
Russia  and  Germany  was  iToossible.  Cn  the  contrarv,  the  cituation  wae 
such  that  euch  a  conflict,  even  if  it  were  not  probable,  ''ould  have  to 
be  considered  possible. 

Next,  the  SAM*  turned  ag  in  tas  t$o  Singapore  question.  In  view  of 
the  fears  expressed  by  the  Japanese  of  possible  attacks  by  submarines 
based  on  the  PHILLIPHNI5  and  of  the  intervention  of  the  British  Mediter¬ 
ranean  and  Home  fleets,  he  ad  air.  disussed  the  situation  with 
Gib  b\AL-ADMIP.AL  RASCLR,  The  latter  had  3tated  thAt  the  British  Navy 
during  this  yet  r  would  have  its  liande  so  full  in  the  Relish  home  waters 
and  in  the  Mediterranean  that  iv  would  rot  be  able  to  send,  even  a  single 
ship  to  the  Ft  East.  General-Admiral  PAETEK  had  described  the  U.S. 
submarines  aa  so  bad,  that  Japan  need  Aot  bother  about  them  at  all, 

MATSUCKA  ’•e  lied  immediately  tliat  the  Japanese  Navy  had  a  very  low 
estimate  of  the  threat  from  the  British  Navy;  it  also  held  the  view  that 
ir.  case  of  a  clarh  ”it  the  American  Navy  it  would  be  able  to  smash  the 
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lattor  without  troublo.  It  wns  efunid,  hovev  r,  that  tho  Arner leans 
would  not  take  up  the  battle  with  their  fie  t;  thus  the  conflict  with 
the  United  States  wight  perhaps  be  dragged  out  to  five  yoare.  This 
pooelblllty  caused  considerable  worry  In  Japan. 


?  i  ! ."!  -t  ' ‘.r*  th.  t  A  -  rtes  could  rot  do  “nything  against  Japan 
l  cf  t.  <  c..y .are  of  l.'r.  -per.'  I  rhnpe  for  this  reason  alono, 
SIT -a.  would  think  twice  bofore  deciding  on  active  measures  a<rainet 
Japan.  For  while,  on  one  bond,  he  could  r.ot  achievo  anything  a^inst 
Japan,  oa  the  other  hand,  »there  was  tJ.e  probability  of  losing  tho 
Phi  It  "nines  to  Japan;  fo~  the  American  President.  of  course,  thle  would 
r»  •  considerable  Ic  of  preptipe  and,  because  cf  lnada'uate  rearma¬ 
ment,  he  would  hA”e  nothing  to  offset  such  a  loss. 

In  thle  connection,  RATSUCKA  pointed  out,  he  wne  doing  everything 
to  reaesure  tho  Iir’’:  i  about  Sin  -nnore.  He  acted  an  If  Japan  had  no 
intertion  t  all  rr<  fling  this  key  position  of  Enrlani  in  the  East, 
Therefore  it  mifjxt  be  pocoible  that  bin  attitude  toward  the  British 
would  epoo  r  tc  be  friendly  in  worde  and  in  acts.  However  Germany 
s  hould  not  be  deceived  by  th  t.  He  aueuned  this  attitude,  not  only  in 
order  to  rea8su.ro  the  Rritlnh,  but  also  in  order  to  fool  the  pro-British 
and  pro-American  e?.o  a  •  ntil  one  day  he  <  ould  suddenly  open  the  attack 
on  Singapore. 

The  RAM  declare!  that,  in  hie  opinion,  Japan's  declaration  of  war  on 
Zbi.'land  ehould  take  t^e  form  of  an  attack  on  Si’ gapore. 

In  thin  connection,  KAI5U0YA  slated,  his  tactics  were  based  on  the 
ct-rtair  aoEuucpcion  tnat  the  eudden  attack  acair.st  Singapore  would  unite 
tho  entire  Japanese  nation  with  one  blow (  :Kothirg  succeeds  like  euc- 
c  'sb,  "  the  Hak  renarked.)  He  followed  here  the  example  of  the  worde 
of  a  famous  Japanese  statesman,  ndr  reseed  W  the  Japanese  Havy  at  the 
outbreak  of  th6  Ruf so- Japanese  war?  "You  •pen  fi  ’e,  then  the  nation 
il?  be  united".  The  Ja  ir.ese  ne^d  to  be  shaken  un  to  awaken.  After 
all,  ap  an  Oriental,  he  believed  ir  fate  which  would  come,  "bother  you 
wanted  it  or  not. 

Later  bn,  the  discussion  turned  to  the  question  of  the  transportation 


of  rubber.  Tho  RAM  a  -ked  Mntsuokn  to  see  what  tho  possibility  was  of 
traj's  ertation  b'  one  o”  two  Japanese  auxiliary  cruisers  to  Lisbon  or  to 
Trance,  . 


Mftteuo’cn  replied  tluit,  immed'ately  after  tl  o  stops  taken  by  Ambassa¬ 
dor  Ott  in  connection  with  the  rubber  qucction,  he  had  interceded  in 
ravor  of  J a»mn  delivering  certain.  quantities  to  Germany  from  her  own 
rubber  stocks,  acid  later  on  making  up  the  resulting  deficit  in  rubber 
from  Indo-Chma,  • 
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r  .  :  .v:  •  :t  *  1«-  v  .  ctlou  •  -t  cr  ■■  ’-nication  'in 

• ,  i  ton#  of 

Frij  cl.  r  Mcr  irjia  into- -China  von'  "'  <  deliver  d  to  Japan  through 
5  rra;m  inteiv*  tier.  F«  \  >  rr  .•  «  1  ut  ’hi  cl  ie  of  the  auxiliary 
eruitw  r.<  j  »-«i  •  to  1?  v.  .<•  ;  for  •  -•  ••  * .:  crt-tion  -»f  the  rubber . 

•  .  •  •  •  ,  '  ' 

ni::c  i  1  *  ■'  v  t  ..% 


1  ■  I  •  tor  Tunic* 

*.vc root  Ion  fo  th*  future  trade  relationship  between  Japan 


Tfctol.  the 
t  .mod  the  so 

juw'i  J  t.v  v.  He  ;v*\llflcd  here  t 
.  -  ic  fit  ?b  ;*  th*  '"i.nro,  i. 

t  ■<.  7 •  »’  at  o-.  tec  ..or,  rcuot 

w'.o»v  o  *.ao  Aui.rioar  .<  iaphera,  r-t  any  • 

•  ror.C  ’rr.  d,  vculv  v  ...-  in  oeM'-nu  fici  .  , 

noi  : . ltory,  and,  therefore,  oi’  not  ere  Into  quos» 

• 

A.t.  •  lrn,  ti .'  were  ?lf  oror.t,  Here  exchange  posu-ibiiltiea 

wit  ;i  .a-  ci.-r.owic  -•  a  actually  nreae’-t.  <r  theurelv*  8. 


1  fa  tout  tr-'de  'c tween  tic  oig 
iXtrope  and  A'ricr*  on  one  hand  and 
to-  A ?  r*  t  c  v:>*  I  v  lv  fro*  anir, 

;..i  r  as  the  United  Slaton 
a»  she  i;nd  « ’wrythillf  that 


Kr.t;  ;•  \r  re  ’.1  ’.  t  jot  rho  r.c  ‘dod  coop. ration  with  Jer.anny  ’  or  nor 

■  j 

noire  tia  •  -:o  ri'"-;.  •!.:  cr.  in:  '  .<•  ion.:  t)  ti  J’i  anepe  missions  in 

China  to  • -rruit  prof*:''’  ial  tree tt.ont  to  5  “  .  cr  one’  Italian  economic 
int.  ”u<?tu,  cli’.'ar  ’  c  t  wap  alr<  ud  c.rr'od  out  in  Manchukuo  and  Horth 
China,  Jr  ur.  ;.s  •>t  in  position  to  <  velo  the  e.ctonsivo  arcus  in 
China  without  the  r  .  r:E*  ncc  0*  0*  r*  r.  t-ruilcul  ncier.ce  and  CUrwan 
.  *  erj  rim .  Out  i  ■  dare  the  en  door 

olicy,  ir.  actual  *  i  t,  ••  .  r  vil1  concede  j;rflfert.rniftl  treat— 

.T.er.t  *•  o  0-  runny  ar.a  Italy, 


He  .aunt  ’moreover  mini*'-  o  onl ■’  *  r  *  Ja  ■  r.-ne  ouelnesp  circles  reared 

,  \  they  c  : 

and  ..  rionn  oonpetitore,  dormT' 

burinrss  circles  hod  such  the  :.o  o-  nion  -  out  the  Japanese,  which 

V0t *  opinion 

tiaat  the  i:  ttreeto  oJ  tel'*  r-ld.»  »  eojii’  bt  brought  into  ’wirwony  and  told 
Ja:  anecc  industry  rot  to  be  \  '  o*  C  rn-.u  cor’  ,  tition  but  rather  to 
...  ofl'ic  ■  .  '  •  • 

Ja-  anase  &overns.ent  would  dc>  ever,  t  .ina  lr.  order  to  equidi  e  the 
i  .ter  rto  o*'  c  •  *v  i  i  '•  . 

*  A  *  *  ♦ 


Followi’-p-  this*  :.fat*.  oi:o  onro  again  turr.e.  the  ccnvcranticn  to 
Javrnoafr  SaoBim.  -el-tions.  Ke  inted  out  th--*  c  had  proponed  a 
p„;  _A  -r  .  :  or.  Pa ’t  to  the  Hueoiw,  to  vh.ich  lioloto"  had  -.-plied 

.  '  •  eutroll . raeutot.  r  enduring  his  stay 

in  Mo.  ’  «•:,  ’  .  u  t  •  k~t  the  attitude  of  ivin^  been  the  one  to  mnka 
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tho  original  r.on-a*-,  rnoaion  proposal.  H.  ilso  wanted  t  take  thlo 
opportunity  to  '.ry  to  induco  tho  Missions  t  forego  the  northern  half 
'if  tho  T  f  1.  rule.  Th  r*  wore  im  or*  r.t  oil  resources  thero, 

a>  '*in''*  tl.3  ex'loit/  tlon  of  whicv  *h>'  RucsUtfiu  were  making  every  con¬ 
ceivable  difficulty.  Mat eu oka  estimated  t!  •  total  maximum  quant i  J*  ^-Ich 
could  be  obtained  thcso  oi?  resources  at  ?  i  .liior.  t ms.  tie  would 
nh-  or  i  .•  t  t'  ?'•  n«iiar;B  to  acquire  forth  Sakhallon  by  jurchace. 

To  a  question  by  tho  RAM  wheti  or  the  R  -t.eiur.8  would  be  prapared  to 
,  Lit  '  ul . 

Molotov  hnl  «d  .  e  antic©  Arcofcond  on  a  suggest!  >n  to  tc.is 
effect,  whether  " ti.lt  wj .«>  supposed  to  bo  i  Joke’’.  Japan  was  tc  any 

r->i>*i  f>  rrer  f”’Od  to  f'/'V'  i»«  «»■<•  •  .>*■  u  t  •  ♦  ’  1  I  VfO  O"  *  'r  t 1  •:  T^r*  o- 

iu>wtn  felting  .i't.  .t.«j  and  also  .o  0,1  <1%  aor  -  ±sr..:^,  1  ;hr  .  i. 

an,”  car.e  be  would  have  *  taho  *  ei  .  '  U»  ‘;!0  duee- 

tior.  0.  tie  Von-s{frrs»i  r.  l  ot  durii  Ls  stay  a*.  K  scow*  &  asked 
tho  RAM  whether  ho  she  li  doc  1  »  it'  ti.oro  quentio ;s  very  de^  ly  or  only 
Just  touch  on  the... 

The  RAM  re.  li.d  that  ho  wop  of  tl.  •  cj  Inion  that  thene  points  would 
to  dealt  wit!  or.’v  in  c  cure1  v  formal  way  and  would  not  be  pone  into 
deoply.  Tho  quest  io*:  1  r.tior.’d  v  MAT  ST  V ’A  rc  -ardin  •  Sakhalien  could 
be  settled  even  later.  Ski  t ho  Russians  follow  a  stuj  . 
compel  OeriRony  to  otrlko,  hi  would,  i.i  vitw  of  the  tenuer  o»  the  Japanese 
Army  ir.  Chine.,  conridor  it  right  if  tr.ia  array  wore  prevented  from  acting 
af-ainr.t  RuB8ir..  Japan  ar  helping  the  J-'int  iooue  b*-3t  li  she  di  not 
allow  orself  to  be  diverted  by  anything  from  the  action  against 
Singapore,  Kith  a  Joint  victory,  the  fulfilment  of  tho  aforementioned 
desires  would  in  any  ease  fall  into  the  lop  of  Japan  as  a  ripe  fruit  > 
a  largo  rrter.t. 

MAT8U0KA  then  introduced  the  sub  loct  of  G< rnan  assistance  In  the 
blow  'w^air et  Singapore,  a  subject  1  hi'-h  .fid  been  broached  to  h.i  fr^ 
nuontly,  and  mentioned  the  oroposal  0  a  ?•  ”raan  written  promise  o» 
assistance. 

The  RAM  re  lied  that  ho  h- d  air  ady  diacusoed  those  questions  with 
Ambassador  OSHIMA.  Ho  had  asked  'Urn  to  nrocuro  maps  of  Singapore  ir. 
order  that  the  FUEHRER  -  who'prcbably  runt  be  considered  the  -rentect 
expert  on  military  cuostions  at  t- ■■  ororo:  t  ti  ne  -  could  advise  Jaran 
on  the  oert  method  of  i.ttaok  against  Singapore.  German  experts  on 
aerial  warfare,  too,  would  be  at  her  dis.osnl;  they  could  draw  up  ti 
report,  based  on  their  European  x.  riences,  for  the  Japanese  on  the  use 
of  divo-bombors  from  airfields  ir.  the  vicinity  ag'iinst  the  „ritis». 
fleet  in  Sir.gonore.  Thus  the  British  fleet  would  be  forced  to  disappear 
from  Singapore  immediately. 
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...  t  4  v.i*:.  ♦}.  •  Brit  lah 

t.-nr  vit  :  ;.:••  i', ;  nrc  :  *  .  fcrtif i  cation**. 

,  1  '  rv:  •'  *lr;‘  "•  **o,  t  ,  tho  HERRER  had  developed  n.tw 

' ?  1 ,/ °*  1  u  *1”  for  if  led  poniti  n*,  n  i  i 

'  '  •'  •.  ,  •  ' rl  id  r.-V  n-  »  1 

t-  tli.  Jr,,'.  ;,  no.' 

it  lied  in  t.i'f  c,.vec* .  *Lr»t  Bor,e  of  the  young*  r,  rt 
•'  1  "he  were  clom  friends  >f  hie,  were  of  t hi 

•  t  the  .  *,  ir.i.io  '  rv.t!  t  st  ,•  v.  •  i  .  •  t.r,  •  t »i t: 1 1 1 

*****  r'*'  •’  •'  enptur's  ?i  or  a.  i  .? .  j.-*  ?creign  Minister,  h  •  1 
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t'mt  Ja  ;ir.  wo*;ld  alvm.  n  te  n  loyal  ell  *  ”.so  ••'o  Ir  drvor.,  herself 
out i roly  ,  end  r.ot  Just  in  a  lukewar;  >  •  ,  •  the  joint 
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